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The Problem
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The Cost of Information 
• Journal of Econometrics
• Journal of Geological 
Review
• Brain Research
Source: http://web.archive.org/web/20050828210650/libraries.mit.edu/about/scholarly/expensive-titles.html
Heather Joseph, Open Expansion: Connecting the Open Access, Open Data and OER Dots
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Researcher Reward System
Grants • Reputation/ prior impact fundamental
Publications
• Journal reputation is central 
to where faculty want to 
publish/ read
Buying
• Library buys 
what faculty 
publish/ read
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The Result
#icanhazpdf
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“Open Access is the free, 
immediate, online availability 
of research articles coupled 
with the rights to use these 
articles fully in the digital 
environment.”
https://sparcopen.org/open-access/
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Making your 
dissertation accessible 
allows others to build 
upon it, promoting 
collegiality.
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The more accessible 
your dissertation is, 
the more likely it is to 
be used and cited.
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“An open access citation 
advantage as high as 19% exists, 
even when articles are 
embargoed during some or all of 
their prime citation years”
Ottaviani J (2016) The Post-Embargo Open Access Citation Advantage: It Exists (Probably), It’s Modest (Usually), and the Rich Get Richer (of Course). 
PLOS ONE 11(8): e0159614. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0159614
What are my options?
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ProQuest
• Private company that collects dissertations & theses, assigns metadata, and 
sells the information and full-text to libraries and other institutions
• PDQT Open: Open access titles that can be retrieved via the ProQuest 
database PQDT Open, which anyone with access to the Internet will be able 
to read and 
• The Open Access Publishing PLUS publishing option costs $95. This one-time fee 
funds the perpetual hosting of the student’s work for electronic public access. 
• Inconsistent discoverability in aggregators 
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IUScholarWorks
• Over 8,000 items in 
IUB
• Articles, 
dissertations, 
conference 
proceedings
• Media & data 
linking
• Community à
Collections
https://scholarworks.iu.edu
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“ProQuest will pay royalties of 10% of its net revenue from sales of 
the Work, conditioned on Author maintaining a current address on 
record with ProQuest.”
“By submitting your work to the IUScholarWorks repository, you (the 
creator or copyright owner) grant to Indiana University a non-
exclusive, perpetual, irrevocable right to reproduce, reformat (as 
defined below), and/or distribute your submission (including the 
abstract) worldwide”
Source: https://media2.proquest.com/documents/agreement_traditionalpub.pdf
Embargo
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• Your dissertation contains work that is still in copyright that 
belongs to a third-party who has not given permission to 
redistribute it and your use in the dissertation is not a fair use
• A publisher is interested in turning your dissertation into a book 
and has expressly told you they will not do so if the dissertation 
is available online
• You want to avoid getting “scooped” (more on this-next slide)
When to Embargo…
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Remember
• Dissertation > fixed medium, publicly documented
• Dissertations are often VASTLY different than 
subsequent books and/or articles
Submitting to IUSW
• IUSW is located at: 
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/
• Begin the process with “Get Started”
• Then click on the link for Theses & 
Dissertations Submission Form or go 
directly to: 
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/theses
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Submission
§ Fill out the form with the required 
information and either upload or 
provide a link where the dissertation 
can be downloaded
§ Choose a Creative Commons License 
(optional) 
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openscholarship.indiana.edu
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Useful Resources
§ Deposit your dissertation in IUSW: http://go.iu.edu/1Apn
§ Should I embargo my dissertation? http://go.iu.edu/1Apm
§ Do Open Access Electronic Theses and Dissertations Diminish 
Publishing Opportunities in the Social Sciences and Humanities? (Very 
marginally, if at all. Find out more.)
§ The Open Access citation advantage: http://go.iu.edu/1Aps
§ Contact IUScholarWorks: iusw@indiana.edu
Questions?
Sarah Hare
scrissin@iu.edu 
